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Introduction 
 

 
 
In this tutorial, you will see how myPerspectives™ ELD Companion helps your English learners 
develop the skills they need to get up to grade level. 
 
We will introduce the resources you’ll use to deliver instruction and explore the components of 
ELD Companion lessons. We will also see how the program provides opportunities for 
assessment and progress monitoring. 
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Overview 
 

 
 
The ELD Companion goes beyond the scaffolding and support provided for English learners in 
the myPerspectives™ English Language Arts program. It provides 30 minutes of daily, dedicated 
English Language Development support for students who have a degree of English language 
proficiency, but are not ready for the rigor of the core myPerspectives curriculum. 
 
The research-proven instructional model behind the ELD Companion was informed by the same 
authors who helped to create the myPerspectives English Language Arts program including 
Elfrieda “Freddy” Hiebert, Kelly Gallagher, and Jim Cummins. 
 
Each unit of ELD Companion instruction is thematically aligned to the corresponding unit of 
myPerspectives English Language Arts instruction. In addition to addressing English Language 
Development standards, ELD Companion lessons focus on the same set of grade-level English 
Language Arts standards that are being addressed in the core program. 
 
Look to the Unit Planning Guides on My Savvas Training for detailed information about alignment 
between the two programs. 
 
My Savvas Training provides other helpful resources as well, including instructions for accessing 
your ELD Companion account through the ClassView learning platform. 
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Program Components 
 

 
 
ELD Companion lessons are delivered digitally through the Teacher App and corresponding 
Student App. This design enables a continuous flow of data between you and your students.  
 
The program is available on multiple platforms. For example, you and your students can access 
content on tablets, on Chromebook™ computers, or through a web browser on a personal 
computer.  
 
The program’s digital format provides easy access to differentiated instruction and practice that 
supports all language levels. The Teacher and Student Apps work together to seamlessly deliver 
independent, self-paced, and teacher-led instruction.  
 
Optional print formats of some program resources are available for teachers using a blended 
approach. For more information, refer to the myPerspectives ELD Companion Overview guide on 
MySavvasTraining.com.    
 
Now let’s take a closer look at the Teacher and Student Apps. 
 
© 2018 Google Inc. All rights reserved. Chromebook™ is a trademark of Google Inc. 
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Teacher App 
 

 
 
The Teacher App provides everything you need to plan and deliver instruction.  
 
The Planner tab provides access to ELD Companion lessons. For each lesson you will find 
clearly stated student objectives, a brief lesson overview, and a list of applicable standards. 
 
Under the Lessons tab you will find explicit directions for each lesson.  
 
Use the Assignments tab to send independent practice activities and assessments to students, 
track student progress, and score completed activities. 
 
And through the Performance Dashboard you can easily track individual, small-group, and whole-
class performance. 
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Performance Dashboard 
 

 
 
The default setting in the Performance Dashboard provides data for all students in the selected 
class. To view data for a single student or a select group of students within your class, click All 
Students in the upper-left corner. 
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Dashboard 

 
 
Clicking this option displays a complete list of students in your class. Clicking the checkmark next 
to each student’s name allows you to choose whether or not that student’s data is included in the 
Performance Dashboard. 
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Student App 
 

 
 
Students access ELD Companion content through the Student App.  
 
Here they will find a high-interest, leveled library where they can view statistics about the number 
of words, pages, and books that they’ve read so far.  
 
As students read, they have access to a number of tools, including a picture dictionary as well as 
the option to translate the text into 47 different languages.  
 
Students use the Assignments tab on the Student App to access, complete, and submit work you 
assign.  
 
Additional Student App resources include a digital Student Notebook and a Connect feature 
where students access messages you’ve sent. 
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Planning Instruction 
 

 
 
The ELD Companion instructional model includes six lesson segments that work together to 
increase student achievement: Time to Read; Vocabulary; Read Aloud, Think Aloud; Classroom 
Conversation; Whole Group; and Work Time. 
 
Lessons are strategically organized to maximize instructional time. While each segment isn’t 
conducted every day, you’ll deliver all parts of the lesson multiple times over the course of a unit.  
 
Let’s take a closer look at each lesson segment. 
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Time to Read 

 
 
Time to Read provides an opportunity for sustained, self-selected independent reading.  
 
Each student selects a high-interest text from the digital library that is at his or her reading level.  
 
Every lesson includes a response prompt that you can assign to help students practice 
responding to text. You also have the option of having students work in small groups using Book 
Club support materials.  
 
While students are reading, you will have time to conduct one-on-one conferences to help 
measure their progress and get to know students as readers. 

 



 

10 
 

myPerspectives ELD Companion  2017 
Program Overview 

 
Vocabulary 

 
 
The Vocabulary lesson segment is designed to help students broaden their vocabularies and 
learn vocabulary-acquisition skills.  
 
This segment may focus on introducing new words, including words from the Read Aloud, Think 
Aloud texts as well as academic vocabulary words.  
 
It may also focus on general word study skills and strategies such as working with common vowel 
patterns or analyzing how common prefixes affect a word’s meaning. 
 
This segment also includes an “Oops!” feature that helps students recognize common errors that 
less proficient English speakers may commit. 
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Read Aloud, Think Aloud 
 

 
 
During Read Aloud, Think Aloud, you lead students through an on-level anchor text. The purpose 
of this segment is for you to model how a good reader reads and thinks. 
 
You will read the text aloud and utilize designated stopping points to call attention to close 
reading strategies and model a proficient reader’s thinking.  
 
This teacher modeling helps prepare students to apply the reading strategies on their own in an 
instructional-level text. 
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Classroom Conversation 
 

 
 
During Classroom Conversation, students engage in structured, collaborative conversations 
about the day’s readings-as a whole class, in small groups, or in pairs. 
 
This segment gives students the opportunity to develop their listening and speaking skills as they 
respond orally to text-dependent questions. 
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Whole Group 
 

 
 
During the Whole Group lesson segment, students integrate speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing skills as they produce argumentative, narrative, and informational essays.  
 
Students receive instruction, scaffolding, and support in each stage of the writing process to help 
them become proficient writers. Students can submit their written work for instant instructional 
feedback from the program. This feedback helps them improve their writing before they submit 
the assignment to the teacher for grading. 
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Work Time 
 

 
 
During Work Time, students practice applying new skills and concepts with scaffolded support.  
 
For example, students might complete Word Study Practice or revise the essay that they wrote 
during the Whole Group lesson segment.  
 
Students working independently may also complete assignments in their leveled Interactive 
Readers.  
 
The Interactive Reader includes checkpoints where students answer questions about what 
they’re reading. Automatic, adaptive feedback is provided if students are off track.  
 
At the end of each Interactive Reader, students write a summary connected to the text that they 
just read. Student responses are scored by the program, and students move up or down in 
reading level based on their performance. 
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Assessment 
 

 
 
The ELD Companion provides you with multiple assessment resources to monitor student 
progress and help ensure that every student receives appropriate instruction.  
 
For example, the Group Reading Assessment and Diagnostic Evaluation-or GRADE™-serves as 
both a diagnostic assessment for placement and an independent measurement of reading 
growth.    
 
Other assessment tools provide a quick, informal way to gather data during teacher-led 
instruction. For instance, after you introduce a new word during the Vocabulary segment, 
students complete a Knowledge Check to assess their mastery of the vocabulary. You can 
instantly access students’ responses and use this data to inform the remainder of the lesson.   
 
Additional assessment features gather data and provide feedback while students work 
independently. These features include the Reading Checkpoints that are built into Interactive 
Reader assignments as well as the automatic scoring engine that provides feedback on students’ 
written work. 
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Closing 

 
 
In this tutorial, we learned how the ELD Companion provides a comprehensive English Language 
Development solution that works alongside the core myPerspectives English Language Arts 
program.  
 
We looked at the digital resources you will use to deliver instruction and explored ELD 
Companion lesson components. Finally, we saw how the program allows you to assess 
performance and monitor progress.  
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